Including Pre-K in ESEA

Business Leader Talking Points

The Obama Administration’s recent education reform “blueprint ” to Congress does not take into account the vast body of research on pre-k, leaving early education largely out of the plan. With only 24 percent of four year olds in the U.S. having access to publicly funded pre-k, the need is clear for smarter federal policy.

There is an ever-growing body of evidence that quality Pre-K and other early childhood programs contribute to literacy and school readiness as well as improve the chances of lifelong success for children.  And there is ample evidence that this produces strong economic gains for society.  
Business leaders across the U.S. are advocating for quality pre-k.  As the largest user of the end product of our education system, they understand that our workforce and education pipelines are one and the same, and that we can’t solve our nation’s education challenges by only focusing on one phase of the education system.  We need to start at the beginning. 
High-quality pre-kindergarten should be integrated into our public education system to make it more effective and ensure children are ready to learn when they begin kindergarten. 
Including a funding stream for high-quality pre-kindergarten in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) would invest public resources in a proven education reform strategy that helps children succeed in school.

If the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) is reauthorized without pre-k, we will continue to see far too many children arriving unprepared to succeed in kindergarten and the impact that this will have on the U.S. economy.
