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Why should business care?

ÁIntensifying global competition and steadily growing 

fiscal imbalances are important American challenges.

Á20% of workers are functionally illiterate;  we need children 

to become adults who are literate, numerate, job-ready, 

team-capable.

ÁMany (not all) traits that make good employees, 

neighbors and citizens begin in the first 5 years of life.  

Brain reaches 85% of its adult weight in the first 5 years. 

Bottom line:  For best results, start early and keep going.  



Why the Partnership for Americaõs Economic Success?

Partnership for Americaõs EconomicSuccess 

was established to provide the kind of evidence-

based information America will need to make the 

best investment decisions ð

A. Among early childhood (birth-five) programs

B. Among all government spending choices



History of the Partnership: From Start to Success

ÅEstablished in 2006 by a collaboration of 12 

(now 13) funders, business leaders, economists, 

early childhood experts.  Robert Dugger is 

Advisory Board Chair.  Managed by The Pew 

Charitable Trusts. 

ÅPurpose:    (1) Document the economic returns 

from a range of early childhood investments and 

(2) Engage business leaders to make children our 

top economic priority 



Partnership Funders

ÅBuffett Early Childhood 

Fund

ÅRobert Dugger 

ÅGeorge Gund 

Foundation 

ÅHorace Hagedorn 

Foundation 

ÅPaul Tudor Jones 

ÅJohn D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation

ÅOhio Childrenõs 

Foundation

ÅPeppercorn Foundation

ÅThe Pew Charitable 

Trusts

ÅPNC Financial Services 

Group

Å Scholastic, Inc.

Å Schott Foundation for 

Public Education

ÅAn anonymous donor



Partnership Advisory Board 

ÁRobert Dugger, Tudor Investment 

Corporation, Chair

ÁLynson Beaulieu, Schott Foundation for 

Public Education

ÁMarcia Egbert, George Gund Foundation

ÁDeborah Harris, Pal-Tech, Inc.

ÁHeidi Hartmann, Institute for Womenõs 

Policy Research

ÁRon Haskins, Brookings Institution

ÁJames Heckman, University of Chicago

ÁPaul Hirschbiel, Eden Capital

ÁStuart Hoffman, PNC Financial Services 

Group

ÁGraciela ItalianoThomas

ÁCharles Kolb, Committee for Economic  

Development

ÁMilton Little, United Way of Atlanta

ÁBarbara Miller, Ohio Childrenõs Foundation

ÁRoy Miller, Children's Campaign

ÁGeorge Overholser, NFF Capital Partners

ÁLyndaParmely, Horace HagedornFoundation

ÁDan Pedersen, Buffett Early Childhood Fund

ÁArthur Rolnick, Minneapolis Federal Reserve 

Bank

ÁAdaSanchez, Peppercorn Foundation

ÁAnn Segal, Wellspring Advisors

ÁAna Sejeck, Early Childhood Initiative 

Foundation

ÁJack Shonkoff, Harvard University

ÁMichael Stegman, John D. and Catherine T.      

MacArthur Foundation

ÁEugene Steuerle, Urban Institute

ÁLouise Stoney, Alliance for Early Childhood 

Finance

ÁSara Watson, The Pew Charitable Trusts

ÁMichael Weinstein, Robin Hood Foundation



Five Part Research Agenda

1. MicroeconomicsðEconomic gains from specific interventions (13 studies)

Health Parenting 

Housing Early education

Parental income Nutrition

2. MacroeconomicsðEconomic growth, job creation, fiscal sustainability, 

and global competitiveness implications of proven investments (4)

3. Sector AnalysisðSize of the òyouth human capital developmentó sector  

(1)

4. Finance PolicyðBest ways to pay for proven investments commensurate 

with economic impact (4)

5. CommunicationsðHow to communicate findings and inform policy 

discussion (1)



Groups are picking up on this message


